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Fun, frustration and 
adventure - that’s golf!

Well, what a past month I’ve 
had on the golf course - 
fun, challenging and on 
one particular occasion 

downright frustrating.

But that sums up this brilliant game in a 
nutshell, I reckon.

It all started off with me playing my 
singles matchplay knockout at Stoke Ro-
chford Golf Club. You can read all about 
the club in our ‘Meet the Neighbours’ 
centre pages.

Suffice to say it was a very charitable 
game of golf, with both of us apparently 
doing our very best to let the other man 
win.

Despite our best efforts, it degenerated 
into a comedy of errors. I managed to 
get two holes in front then lost the next 
five on the spin thanks to some duffed 
approach shots and a putter that I could 
have bought from Iceland. I think 3&2 
was the final result. Ah well, there’s 
always next year.

Talking about next year, I’ll have to wait 
again for another shot at the foursomes 
matchplay knockout. That went to the 
third extra hole where I “sha**ed” the 
tee shot out of bounds. Frustration!

Finally, the month ended on a positive 
note when it was a great adventure to 
be a caddie for Senior Tour player Bob 
Cameron in the Handa Senior Masters at 
Stapleford Park.

You can read all about it in this month’s 
issue.

Good luck on the golf course - have fun!

Tim Beard, Editor

Tim Beard & Richard Woolerton go head-to-head at Kilworth Springs...

Mixing business 
with pleasure

FINISH THE JOB: If you’ve had a decent round, there’s still the tricky 18th hole to deal with - a long  par 3 over water to a plateau green

more than 6,700 yards off the champion-
ship blue tees, 6,543 yards off the white 
competition tees, 6,322 off the yellow 
“tee of the day” markers and 5,813 off 
the ladies’ red tees. It has a par of 72 for 

men and 73 for ladies.

Kilworth Springs was built in 1993 but 
has matured quickly and is also one of 
the best drained courses in the area due 
to it being constructed on a bed of sand 
and shale, giving the course a great  
quality of turf too.

The front nine offers a traditional links 
challenge with a wide open feel and 
plenty of opportunities to run the ball 
into the green, while the back nine, with 
its numerous lakes, adds water to the 
equation and requires a different tactic . 
Only a well struck drive into the fairway 
will allow a successful high approach 
shot to the green.

The course opens up with a fairly 
straightforward 358-yard par 4 slight 
dogleg to the right – or it would be if 
there wasn’t a line of out of bounds 
posts all the way down the left. Stray to 
the left here and your ball will join the 
hundreds which congregate down on the 
driving range. 

ART WORKS: One of a number of attractive  
sculptures which are a feature of the course

Now then, it’s a fair bet that, as 
readers of this magazine, many 
of you think that all we do is 

swan around playing lots of golf and 
enjoying ourselves, before putting it all 
down on paper for your consumption.

We won’t deny that we get our fair share 
of chances to swing a club – often just 
on the range because of time limitations  
- but occasions when the editor and 
sales director actually get together, on a 
golf course, with a set of clubs and some 
time to kill are pretty rare.

So it was a double pleasure when we not 
only got together but also had the op-
portunity to play at the Kilworth Springs 
Premier Golf Club which has as its motto 
just what we were proposing to do for 
the afternoon – “mixing business with 
pleasure”.

Kilworth Springs is always a busy place. 
With more than 800 members, the 
course also prides itself on the welcome 
it offers to more casual golfers, groups 
and societies who may be playing the 
course on an occasional or fairly regular 
basis.

With a large clubhouse, modern under-
cover driving range and teaching bay, it 
has plenty to offer golfers of all abilities, 
not least the challenging golf course it-
self which boasts greens that have been 
constructed to USGA standards.

And with several tees on offer, the 
course can be played at a variety of 
lengths depending on the event, from Turn to page 4
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Follow that up with a 171-yard par 3 
flanked by two  huge bunkers – which 
will be even longer now that a new back 
tee has been built – and you have quite 
a tough introduction. I’ll just mention I 
birdied the second hole. Sorry Richard!

The course then settles down to an en-
joyable blend of holes with some great 
views of the surrounding countryside. 
A blind drive at the fifth hole requires 
care before you turn to tackle the Devil’s 
Toenail, a 153-yard par 3 down into 
what looks like an old quarry. There are 

bunkers front left and right, a steep bank 
and rocks at the back – miss the green 
and you’ll probably have to settle for 
bogey.

A shortish dogleg par 4 at 7 is followed 
by a 513-yard uphill par 5 where the 
right side of the fairway is guarded by 
no less than six bunkers. Into wind, it’s 
a good three shotter. Richard chipped in 
here from the right side of the green – 
thought I’d best give him a mention!

The back nine has some tremendous 
challenges – the tee shot at the 570-
yard downhill par 5 10th has danger all 
the way down its right side, while the 
430-yard par 4 12th requires you to keep 
your nerve as you tee off across a lake 
to a fairway which turns acutely left. Too 
short and you can’t see the green, too 
far and you could run out of ground.

The 13th is just 365 yards long, but with 
water all the way down the left and a 
ditch just short of the green, it’s a good 
hole. Richard knocked a great second 
shot to the heart of the green to get a 
solid par. 

At the uphill 14th, which is featured 
on the cover of this magazine, he hit a 
superb drive which actually got over an-
other ditch just short of the green then 
grabbed another par, but I managed to 

START AND FINISH: The clubhouse and Start-
er’s Hut overlook the first tee, which is a 
medium length par 4 made harder by having 
out of bounds all the way down the left side

OUT IN THE COUNTRY: Richard Woolerton sizes up a putt on the inviting green of the par 4 
13th hole having safely avoided all the water hazards which line the left side of the hole

THE DEVIL’S TOENAIL: (Right) You will need 
a well-struck, accurate medium iron if you 
want to trim the Devil’s Toenail, Kilworth 
Springs’ par 3 sixth hole

The Knowledge...
Kilworth Springs Premier Golf Club 

South Kilworth Road, North Kilworth, Leicestershire, LE17 6HJ.

Telephone: 01858 575082 Pro Shop: 01858 575974 Website: www.kilworthsprings.co.uk

Green Fees: Midweek - Full day £42; £26 for 18 holes, £16 for 9 holes. 
Weekend - £28 for 18 holes and £18 for 9 holes.

Buggy hire - £19 for 18 holes. Trolley hire - £3 for 18 holes.

Society packages - available for groups of 12 or more and welcome both mid-
week or at weekends. Contact the Admin Team for more details.

snatch the honours by holing out from 
the left hand bunker for birdie.

Finally you reach the 18th hole, the 
course’s real signature test. If you have 
reached this point with your card intact 
or a matchplay advantage, now is not 
the time to lose your nerve. After all, 
you just have to knock your medium iron 
or rescue club tee shot over a lake with 
a fountain at its centre, avoid the bunker 
set in the front of the plateau green, 
then hit a great lag putt for par.

Back inside the clubhouse, there is a 
wide range of food and drink on offer 
with special meal deals for seniors, plus 
special fish nights and afternoon teas to 
enjoy, as well as a range of beers, wines 
and soft drinks. 

If it’s a sunny day, the patio outside is 
the place to be, watching fellow golfers 
on the practice putting green or teeing 
off on the first hole near the attractive 
scorers hut. If you’d prefer to stay inside, 
sport is normally being shown on the big 
screens to keep you entertained.

The club also has a twilight green fee 
rate which is £18 after 5pm on week-
days, £45.00 for two with a buggy, or 
£20 after 5pm at weekends, £50.00 for 
two with a buggy.

Add to that a great range of equipment 
and golf tuition offers through head pro 
Michael Bent and fellow professional 
Gary Coysh and Kilworth Springs has 
the complete package both for regular 
members and casual players like Richard 
and I who are intent on mixing business 
with pleasure.

From page 3

KILWORTH SPRINGS Premier Golf School’s Professionals Mike 
Bent and Gary Coysh have everything you need to improve any 
aspect of your game.
The state-of-the-art studio features the latest GASP digital technology with 
analysis from four different camera angles. Following your lesson, you will 
receive an email of your swing which you can view on either your PC or 
Smartphone. 
In addition to the 
studio, there is a turf 
teeing area, Explanar 
muscle trainer, a 
wedge area with five 
distance targets up 
to 125 yards, and a 
separate short game 
area featuring a large 
floodlit putting green with two bunkers.
The KSPGS welcomes golfers of all ages and experience. Along with  
individual lessons, they offer everything from an ‘introduction to golf’  
package for the new golfer to a monthly lesson programme for the  
seasoned player, as well as group classes for ladies, juniors and beginners.
For more information, call Michael or Gary on 01858 575974
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Golf Performance Centre

Cosby Golf Club, Chapel Lane, Cosby, Leicester LE9 1RG.                                     Tel: 0116 286 4759             

Official custom fitting centre for golf equipment by

&

















































Experience the feeling...
Having just had the driest spring on 

record and with our golf courses 
now starting to get to their  

summer best, there are few of us who 
need an excuse to head for the first tee.

But there’s also no better feeling than 
setting off to play with new gear,  
whether it be clubs, balls, clothing or 
even a shiny new range finder to help 
you get closer to the pin.

We all like a bargain too and teaching 
pro Anders Mankert, the Ping and Titleist 
specialist at Cosby Golf Club, has been 
working hard to bring in some new deals 
to tempt those of us with some money 
to spend.

“I have managed to get hold of a special 
shipment of Ping G10 irons. We only 
have a limited stock but we are offer-
ing iron sets from 4-iron to wedge for 
just £349, custom-fitted,” says Anders. 
“That’s a saving of about 40 per cent 
on the retail price. We can even do the 
same with graphite shafts for £449.”

“We’ve also had a new batch of Titleist 

Vokey wedges in, plus we’ve also got a 
really competitive price on the new  
Titleist Pro V1 balls. They’re normally 
£40 a dozen but we’re doing them for 
£36,” he added.

And with an offer of £299 for the new 

Sky Caddy SGX too, there’s a great  
opportunity to enjoy the experience of 
teeing up a brand new ball, then hitting 
the shot with a brand new club while 
knowing exactly how far it is to the pin. 
How can you go wrong?

A GREAT DEAL: 
Cosby pro Anders 
Mankert has just 
launched a series 
of specials deals 
and price cuts 
on a wide range 
of golf clubs and 
equipment

G10 irons for £349!
Get a set of

Just in - back to the 
future with new 

Ping Eye 2 wedges
New Titleist Pro V1 

balls - £36 per dozen
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36-hole Betterball Stableford off ¾ handicap 
 with Scratch and Handicap prizes

Entry costs just £149 for juniors (under 18) and £249 for adults.
The price includes one night’s accommodation, dinner, bed and breakfast at the 

4*De Vere Belton Woods, two rounds of golf, tournament entry and prizes. 
To enter, contact: 01702 680180 or email: info@fatherandsongolf.co.uk 

For more information, log on to: www.fatherandsongolf.co.uk
The overall winning Scratch and Handicap pairs will receive a FREE invitation to the  

European Father & Son Golf Championship at El Rompido Golf Resort, Costa de la Luz, Spain, on 
October 24-29th 2011. The prize includes five nights’ accommodation, dinner, B&B, transfers and 

four rounds of golf. Flights are excluded.

The British 
Father & Son Golf 

Championship
...be a part of it!

At the De Vere Belton Woods, near Grantham, 
Lincolnshire, on July 31st & August 1st, 2011

 

Leicester’s Newest Golf Superstore 

Forest Hill Golf & Country Club, Markfield Lane, 
Botcheston, Leicester. LE9 9FH. 01455 824 800 

 

Come and visit the brand new golf superstore at Forest Hill Golf & Country Club 
during June 2011 and enter the draw to win a golf membership. 

 

Stockists of all major brands, if you are looking for something specific please 
call 01455 824 800 to check availability. 

 
Demo Days arranged for TaylorMade, Cleveland, Nike, Bridgestone & More. 

 

THE ONLY GALVIN GREEN APPROVED DESTINATION STORE IN  
LEICESTERSHIRE 

www.foresthillgolfclub.co.uk 

Ben and Phil take part again
Former European Father & Son Golf 

Champions Ben and Phil Taylor are 
among a strong field of competi-

tors who have entered this year’s new 
British Father and Son Golf Champion-
ship taking place at The De Vere Belton 
Woods just over the county border in 
Lincolnshire on July 31st – August 1st.

The Taylors, who won the European 
Father & Son title in 2009, are a formi-
dable partnership. Dad Phil is the Head 
PGA professional at Pachesham Golf 
Academy in Surrey and 18-year-old Ben 
is an England Boys International, playing 
off plus two.  

Ben is currently competing on the col-
lege circuit out in the USA as part of his 
degree at the Nova Southeastern Univer-
sity of Florida.

“As a PGA Professional it is rare to get 
the opportunity to play in a tournament 
with my son,” explains Phil Taylor. 

The format for The British Father and 
Son Golf Championship is a 36-hole Bet-
terball Stableford played off ¾ handicap, 
with Scratch and Handicap prizes.

The tournament is unique as it is open 
to both professional and amateur golfers 
with no age restrictions. Golf profes-
sionals play off scratch and there is a 
maximum handicap allowance of 24 for 
amateur competitors who must hold an 
official Congu handicap.

The overall winning Scratch and Handi-
cap pairs will receive an invitation to the 
prestigious European Father and Son 

Golf Championship at El Rompido Golf 
Resort, Costa de la Luz, Spain on October 
24-29th 2011.

Now in its fourth year, the European Fa-
ther and Son Golf Championship attracts 
a strong international field of competi-
tors and is televised on Sky Sports. 

Entry to the British Father and Son Golf 
Championship costs £149 for juniors 
(under 18) and £249 for adults. The price 
includes one night’s accommodation, 
dinner, bed and breakfast at the four-
star De Vere Belton Woods, two rounds 
of golf, tournament entry and prizes.

Golf professionals, club secretaries, head 
bar stewards and greenkeepers can en-
ter for a discounted price of £149, while 
past competitors of the European Father 
and Son Golf Championship, current club 
captains and junior organisers can enter 
for £199.

Entry numbers are restricted to 60 
teams. Contact: 01702 680180 or email: 
info@fatherandsongolf.co.uk Further in-
formation can be found on the website: 
www.fatherandsongolf.co.uk

 

 

4 Ball Special (Including Bacon Sandwich on arrival) 

Monday to Friday £100 (Subject to availability) 

We are the ideal venue for Societies or Corporate Golf Days 

Please contact Richard Jones 01455 615014 

rtjones@btconnect.com 

Call in at Richard Jones Golfstore 

  

Fitting Centre with Zelocity Launch Monitor. 

 

 

 

 

4 Ball Special (Including Bacon Sandwich on arrival) 

Monday to Friday £100 (Subject to availability) 

We are the ideal venue for Societies or Corporate Golf Days 

Please contact Richard Jones 01455 615014 

rtjones@btconnect.com 

Call in at Richard Jones Golfstore 

  

Fitting Centre with Zelocity Launch Monitor. 

 

 

4 Ball Special 
(Including Bacon Sandwich on arrival)

Monday to Friday - £100 
(Subject to availability)

We are the ideal venue for  
Societies or Corporate Golf Days

Please contact Richard Jones 
Tel:01455 615014

Email: rtjones@btconnect.com

Or call in at Richard Jones Golfstore

Look out for the online  
version of 

Leicestershire & 
Rutland Golfer 

It’s coming up on  
our new website:

www.leicestershiregolfermagazine.co.uk

Plus there is more news, 
advertising information 

and online back issues too
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roads at the imposing Stoke Rochford Hall, 
which is a great visual feature at the begin-
ning and end of your round. On two or 
three occasions, we could see the course 
but we just couldn’t find a way to get at it!

To access the club, you have to get on to 

the northbound carriageway of the A1. 
Just past the left turn marked for Stoke 
Rochford village, there is a petrol filling 
station and a meeting venue. Basically, you 
have to drive through the filling station 
forecourt then bear left through the bar-

rier and into the golf club’s car park.

The clubhouse, which used to be a simple 
wooden shack back in the 1940s, is now 
a spacious airy modern building with a 
large lounge bar overlooking the practice 
putting green, a snooker room and a sepa-
rate dining area. Stewards Phil and Mandy 
Doubleday will cater for all your food and 
drink needs – if you want to set yourself 
up properly for a round, Mandy’s all-day 
breakfast really hits the spot.

In the pro’s shop, Angus Dow and his team 
are part of the Foremost group and have 
an extensive range of clothing and equip-
ment, including custom fitting for Ping 
irons, as well as offering tuition and being 
a Powakaddy Premium Service Centre 
where you can buy new equipment or take 
your existing powered trolley for assess-
ment and repair.

But what of the course itself? Well, at 
this time of the year it’s a real treat. The 
rough may be up but over the past few 
years head greenkeeper Gareth Austin 
and his team 
have altered its 
make-up so that 
even though the 
rough can be pe-
nal to stray golf 
shots it is somewhat easier to find your 
ball among the tall, whispy grasses.

Straight from the first tee, it’s a tough 
proposition with a 413-yard par 4. Your 
drive needs to be aimed down the left side 
of the sloping fairway to have any chance 
of reaching and holding the plateau green 
in two. Many medal cards have effectively 
died right here.

There then follows an enjoyable mix of 
long and short par 4s, four par 3s and just 
two par 5s on this rolling, parkland track 
whose main defences are the tricky slopes 
and fast greens. Only eight holes have 
greenside bunkers, but that doesn’t mean 
that hitting the green is a pushover.

The limestone base upon which the course 
stands means excellent drainage and great 
playability all year round, but it also means 
that in summer the surfaces can be firm 
and very fast. 

Notable holes include the tough 190-yard 
par 3 7th where the tee shot must be 
struck over a wide valley with a stream 

running through it, avoiding a pond to the 
left of the green and a bunker on the front 
right corner. 

The 14th is a long par of more than 450 
yards where the contours of the hole must 
be utilised in order to reap a par. When 
the rough is up and the course is form, 
target golf is not an option and links-style 
skills often have to be employed to obtain 
a decent score.

At 6,313 yards off the back tees, 6,133 off 
the gents normal tee of the day and just 

under 5,500 yards 
for the ladies, 
the course is not 
overly long but is 
well thought of 
in golfing circles 

and it has been the home of the annual 
Midland Amateur Youth Championships 
for many years.

All in all, Stoke Rochford is a real ‘golfers 
club’. It dates back to 1923 and although it 
retains the spirit of the game’s traditions 
it has continued to move forward with 
the times and remains and active and well 
respected club. I love it here - well, I have 
been a member for almost 20 years!

Stoke Rochford Golf Club – quite 
frankly, if you’ve not played there 
then you’re missing out on a lovely 

but testing parkland course which is ex-
tremely popular with visiting players and 
societies all year round.

Situated just a few miles over the border 
into Lincolnshire, the course is just 6 miles 
south of Grantham. If you’ve ever used the 
A1 in the area then you’ve driven past the 
entrance to the course, probably without 
even realising it.

I first visited the course almost 25 years 
ago when I moved to the Melton area 
when, having heard good reports about it, 
I realised it was just 9 miles away from my 
home. I went to scout it out with my late 
father, Tom, and straight away we were 
struck by the friendly, relaxed nature of 
the club.

It took us a while to find it, mind you, hav-
ing driven all around the lanes near Stoke 
Rochford village, then through the estate 

The Knowledge...
Stoke Rochford Golf Club
The Great North Road, Stoke Rochford, Near Grantham, NG33 5EW

Clubhouse:  01476 530275  Professional Shop:     01476 530218

Green Fees: Midweek - £32 per round and £40 per day; Weekend / Bank Holiday - 
£40 per round and £48 per day; Saturday Specials (after 3.30pm) - £20 per round.

Midweek discounts for parties    

Fewer than 16 visitors - £32 per round, £40 per day; 16 - 29 visitors - £30 per round, 
£38 per day; 30 + visitors - £28 per round, £36 per day.

For this month’s ‘Meet the Neighbours’ Tim Beard is at a club where he feels very much at home...

Great golf and a warm welcome

Scenic - Stoke Rochford Hall as viewed from the 17th green at Stoke Rochford Golf Club

HOLD YOUR NERVE: Teeing off at 13, you have to negotiate the carry back over the river

TOUGH SHOT: The 190-yard 7th hole is  
arguably the hardest par 3 in Lincolnshire - 
even a bogey is gratefully accepted by many

“Straight from the 1st tee it’s a  
tough proposition. Many cards  

have effectively died right here”

Stoke Rochford Golf Club
A beautiful course - a great place 

to play golf and meet friends

www.stokerochfordgolfclub.co.uk                                  

Tel: 01476 530218                                  

New Members - Join now

Introductory Membership offers available

Please contact us for more details 
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When tour pro Bob Cameron’s 
3-wood into the gusting wind 
off the 18th tee at Stapleford 

Park caught the edge of the water 
hazard and toppled into the reeds, it sig-
nalled the end of his tough battle to get 
back to level par in the Handa Seniors 
Masters tournament.

It also made me realise that I was 
coming to the end of what had been 
a great adventure for me, the golf nut 
editor who had the privilege to be his 
“bagman” for all three rounds of the 
tournament, doing my best to follow the 
three-step caddie rule – Turn up, keep 
up, shut up.

Those people who know me will realise 
that the first two steps would be a piece 
of cake – the third, well perhaps an even 
larger piece of cake is required to make 
that happen. But somehow I managed 
it, most of the time anyway.

My learning process of being a ‘tour 
caddie’ began four days earlier when I 
nervously wandered up and down the 
practice range on the first Pro-Am day 
trying to recognise the man to whom I 
had been assigned from his picture on 
the Senior Tour website – how was I to 
know he’d since grown a goatee beard?

Dressed in my interpretation of a cad-
die’s garb – golf shirt, shorts and trainers 
(caddies don’t wear golf spikes) – I 
eventually asked a seasoned-
looking caddie if he knew Bob 
Cameron. He pointed - my 
man was about 20 feet away. 
He was smartly attired, of 
average height and average 
stature - and was hitting golf 
balls in a way which made me realise 
I had stepped into a whole different 
league.

Short pitches, three-quarter and full 
wedges, mid-irons, long irons, rescue 
clubs, 3-woods and drivers all des-
patched balls down the range with a 
metronomic swish and “whump” which 
made me realise just how inconsistent 
my own swing was. 

I introduced myself and, after receiv-

ing a warm smile and a firm handshake, 
immediately got down and dirty – he 
pointed out a nail brush floating in a 
nearby bucket of water and asked me to 
clean his clubs, then make sure one end 
of the towel on the bag was wet and en-
sure there was plenty of drinking water 
on board for the round to come. 

The pro-am round passed by in a whirl 
as I concentrated not so much on trying 
to do the right things but on not doing 
anything wrong. Bob handled all the 
yardages himself, all I had to do was fol-
low steps 2 and 3, didn’t I?

Well sort of – I still had to wipe and 
dry the club faces after every shot and 
place them back in the bag; make sure I 
handed him the putter after an approach 
shot to the green; catch and clean the 

ball after he marked it; walk across and 
return it (you don’t just throw it back); 
work out when it’s my turn to remove, 
attend or replace the flag; don’t walk 
on the line of his or anyone else’s putts; 
make sure the bag is in the right place 
for an early exit to the next tee; be in 
position to take the putter off him and 
hand him the driver (when appropriate) 
on the tee or stand aside and allow him 
to select; check the wind direction and 
hand him water, energy bars or bananas 
when required. Oh, and dispose of and 
replace water bottles from the ice-filled 
bins around the course.

This was supposed to be the relaxed, 
‘getting to know you and the job’ round 
- thank goodness I wasn’t required to 
work out yardages too. 

On the morning of the first round prop-
er, the tension moved up several notches 
for me anyway. We were off at 9am 
with well-known Aussie Rodger Davis 
and Englishman George Ryall. I proudly 
donned my red and white caddies’ bib 
with “Cameron” on the back, stashed 

fresh water in the bag and reflected 
smugly on how my red and white cap 
suited the ensemble before I was jolted 
back to reality by Bob.

“Grab a pencil out of the bag and just 
fill this in as we go round. Thanks,” said 
Bob as he handed me the stats card 
which every player has to provide after 
their round. While he was marking the 
score card, I had to mark whether he hit 
the fairway on par 4s and 5s, how many 
shots it took to reach the green from any 
bunkers, how many putts were taken 
(putts from off the green don’t count) 
and how many shots it took to complete 
the hole – so that’s like four scorecards 
then? Oh and don’t forget to fill in the 
length of the drives on holes 3 and 16. 
“No problem,” I said, hopefully.

I was quickly in action with the pencil 
too as, after Davis and Ryall both drove 
the green at the 271-yard first, Bob’s ball 
plunged into a greenside bunker on the 
left, hard up against the left corner of a 
steep face with a seemingly impossible 

shot if he wanted to go towards the flag. 
It was then that he produced what must 
have been a contender for the most 
remarkable shot of Day 1.

Caddying for Cameron 
is just a piece of cake!

Bob Cameron fires at the 16th green watched by caddie Tim Beard       Picture: Rich Alderson

Editor Tim Beard finds 
out what it’s like to be a 
pro golf caddie on the  

Seniors Tour at the 
Handa Senior Masters, 

Stapleford Park

Turn to page 14
Senior Tour pro Bob 
Cameron (right) with 
Editor Tim Beard at 
Stapleford Park’s 18th 
hole, with the thatched 
clubhouse behind

“I concentrated not so much on  
trying to do the right things but  
on not doing anything wrong”

Society Golf Days
From £25 per person, which includes: tea, co�ee and a bacon roll 
on arrival and 18 holes of golf.*
Your chance to play Stapleford Park’s championship golf course, 
the recent host to the 2011 ISPS Handa Senior Masters.

To book your day contact us 
on 01572 787 015 or visit www.staplefordpark.com
Please quote ‘Leicestershire & Rutland Golfer’ when booking.

*based on a minimum of 12 people, subject to availability, T+Cs apply
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After careful assessment of stances and 
options, my man Bob rolled up his trou-
ser legs and got down on his knees at 
the side of the bunker. Shuffling forward 
to get into position, he opened the face 
of his wedge then calmly splashed out, 
using the green’s contours to get the ball 
to about 6 feet from the hole. 

Davis and Ryall both made birdie, but 
the applause was all for ‘my man Bob’ 
as he rolled in his putt to match them. 
I strode towards the second tee with 
as much pride as I would have had if I’d 
made the 3 myself.

Two birdies on the trot and we were fly-
ing before a bogey 5 on the tough uphill 
third hole pegged us back to 1 under. 
And that’s the way round 1 ended. 

Apart from being teamed with defend-
ing champion Scot Bill Longmuir and last 
year’s Order of Merit winner Boon-
chu Ruangkit from Thailand, round 2 
started a little like Groundhog Day. Bob 
drove into a different left hand bunker, 
splashed out more traditionally this time 
then holed for birdie. He made birdie at 
the second and bogeyed the third.

However, the strong, gusting wind and 

a cold putter again took their toll and 
after a double-bogey at 10, it took some 
steady play and a superb approach shot 
from heavy rough at 16 to seal a birdie 
in order for Bob to match Ruangkit’s 
level par round of 73. Longmuir also had 
his troubles at the 2nd and 10th and 
eventually signed for a 2 over 75.

On Day 3 we went out six shots adrift of 
leader Peter Fowler, but Bob was only 
in joint 5th place at -1. We were again 
paired with Boonchu Ruangkit, while 
the other member of the trio was Senior 
Tour ‘rookie’ Welshman Mark Mouland.

A par 4 at the first hole then bogeys 

at the second, third and fourth holes 
unfortunately put Bob on the back foot. 
I imagined that big slice of cake and 
stayed silent until spoken to. The putter 
simply refused to warm up and the wind 
again made it difficult.

I tried hard to offer encouragement, 
make sure he took on water, ate a ba-
nana and generally stayed in fine fettle.

A great drive at the par 5 15th followed 
by a lovely iron shot meant he was just 
through the back in two.  A well-judged 
chip down the slope and on to the green 
produced a birdie at last. He was back to 
1 over. Could we grab another birdie?

Not at 16 or 17, I’m afraid and now the 
story comes full circle. The tee shot at 
18 lay in the reeds but he managed to 
chop it out on to the fairway. 

The par putt did what so many of his 
earlier attempts had done and slid by 
the hole, leaving a tap in bogey to fin-
ish at 2 over, which finally gave him an 
overall joint 13th place. Mark Mouland 
produced a fine 4 under round of 69 to 
take overall third on -5 and Ruangkit’s 1 
under 72 gave him a -2 total and overall 
fifth place. I was in good company.

Handshakes all round and my big adven-
ture was over. All over the golf course 
for the past three days hopes had been 
raised, realised or dashed as 72 players 
and their caddies created their own little 
stories, from Peter Fowler’s winning 10 
under par to Barrie Stevens 25 over.

For Bob Cameron, it’s on to more tour-
naments across the world and breaking 
in more temporary caddies in this his 
ninth year on the Senior Tour. 

For me, it’s an experience I’ll always 
remember – and Cameron has gone 
straight to the top of the list of names I’ll 
be checking when results go up on the 
Senior Tour’s website.

Local pros find it tough
STRONG, gusting winds made life 
extremely tough for Kibworth pro Bob 
Larratt and his former Leicestershire 
fellow pro Gary Wolstenholme.
After Sunday’s final round, Larratt 
– who had been invited to take part – 
finished near the bottom of the field on 
14 over par after rounds of 82, 76 and 
75 over the par 73 course.
Wolstenholme finished on 8 over par 

after a disappointing final round 80 fol-
lowed a 73 and a 74.
Australian Peter Fowler made light of 
the conditions to finish on 10 under par 
with a final round of 70 and claim the 
trophy and first prize of £30,000. 
The event also raised £21,000 for the 
ISPS Handa Japan Relief Fund in aid of 
the earthquake and tsunami disaster 
which struck Japan back in March.

A bit from our Bob...
working all the yardages for 
myself.
What 3 key areas should 
amateur golfers work on to 
improve their game?
1 Prepare for your round 
and warm up properly. 
2 Take on plenty of water 
during a round and eat a 
banana or energy bar.
3 Practice your short game. 

That’s where shots are 
shaved off on the course.

Born:  England 
Date of Birth: 16/01/1953 
Height / Weight:175cm 
70kgs (5ft 9in 11st) 
Turned Pro: 1973
Lives: Sidcup, Kent 
Attachment: Italpack 
Place of Birth: Plymouth.

What did you think of the 
Stapleford Park course this 
year?
It was firm and had many 
of the characteristics of an 
inland links, which is how 
Donald Steel designed it. 
The wind was very strong 
and made it tough. Scoring 
was difficult.
Do you normally have a 
regular caddie?
No, I’m happy to use some-
one locally and I am used to 

From page 13

PING FAITH SERIES OFFER 
Buy a full set of Ping Faith series irons and 
woods and choose a set of golf shoes to the 
value of £50.00 free when you present this 

ad! 
Free custom fitting and a try before you buy 

service available. 
 

 The season is  now in full swing 
and what a great opportunity to let all 
you lady golfers know that the ‘Ladies 
Boutique’ at Lutterworth Golf Club is 
now fully stocked with all the latest  
apparel and hardware. We are  
stocking all the leading golf brands 
(Green Lamb, Nike,  
Adidas, EP Pro, Calvin Klein, Puma, 
Annika, FootJoy).  
 For those who haven’t yet  
visited the golf boutique will soon 
realise that this isn’t just your  
average pro shop, this place has style 
and sophistication. It caters for all lady 
golfers and is well worth a visit. 

 
Lutterworth Golf Club, Rugby Road, Lutterworth, LE17 4HN           Tel: 01455 557199 

Last year’s Order of Merit winner 
Thailand’s Boonchu Ruangkit
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Beedles Lake Golf Club, 170 Broome Lane, East Goscote, LE7 3WQ. 
Phone: 0116 260 7086 Website: www.beedleslake.co.uk

Birstall Golf Club, Station Road, Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3BB. Phone: 
0116 267 4322 Website: www.birstallgolfclub.co.uk

Blaby Golf Club, Lutterworth Road, Blaby, Leicester, LE8 4DP. Phone 
0116 278 4804 Website: www.blabygolfcentre.co.uk

Breedon Priory Golf Club, Green Lane, Wilson, Derby, DE73 8LG. 
Phone: 01332 865319 Website: www.breedonpriory.co.uk

Charnwood Forest Golf Club, Breakback Lane, Woodhouse Eaves, 
Loughborough, LE12 8TA. Phone: 01509 890259       Website: www.
charnwoodforestgolfclub.com

Cosby Golf Club, Chapel Lane, off Broughton Road, Cosby, Leicester, 
LE9 1RG. Phone: 0116 286 4759  
Website: www.cosbygolfclub.co.uk

Forest Hill Golf Club, Markfield Lane, Botcheston, LE9 9FJ. Phone: 
01455 824800

Glen Gorse Golf Club, Glen Road, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4RF. Phone: 
0116 271 4159 Website: www.gggc.org

Greetham Valley Golf Club, Hotel, Golf and Conference Centre, Wood 
Lane, Greetham, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 7NP.  
Phone: 01780 460444 Website: www.greethamvalley.co.uk

Hinckley Golf Club, Leicester Road, Hinckley, LE10 3DR. Phone: 
01455 615124 Website: www.hinckleygolfclub.com 

Humberstone Heights Golf Club, Gypsy Lane, Leicester, LE5 0TB. 
Phone: 0116 299 5569  
Website: www.humberstoneheightsgc.co.uk  

Kibworth Golf Club, Weir Road, Kibworth Beauchamp, Leicester, LE8 
0LP. Phone: 0116 279 2301  
Website: www.kibworthgolfclub.co.uk 

Kilworth Springs Golf Club, South Kilworth Road, North Kilworth, Lut-
terworth, LE17 6HJ. Phone: 01858 575082.  
Website: www.kilworthsprings.co.uk

Kirby Muxloe Golf Club, Station Road, Kirby Muxloe, Leicester, LE9 
2EP. Phone: 0116 239 3457  
Website: www.kirbymuxloe-golf.co.uk

Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moore’s Lane, Woodhouse Eaves, Loughbor-
ough, LE12 8TF. Phone: 01509 890703  
Website: www.lingdalegolfclub.co.uk

Longcliffe Golf Club, Snells Nook Lane, Nanpantan, Loughborough, 
LE11 3YA. Phone: 01509 239129  
Website: www.longcliffegolf.co.uk

Luffenham Heath Golf Club, Ketton, Stamford, PE9 3UU.Phone: 
01780 720205 Website: www.luffenhamheath.co.uk

Lutterworth Golf Club, Rugby Road, Lutterworth, Leicester, LE17 4HN. 
Phone: 01455 552532  
Website: www.lutterworthgc.co.uk

Market Harborough Golf Club, Oxendon Road, Market Harborough, 
LE16 8NB. Phone: 01858 463684  
Website: www.mhgolf.co.uk

Melton Mowbray Golf Club, Waltham Road, Thorpe Arnold, Melton 
Mowbray, LE14 4SD. Phone: 01664 562118  
Website: www.mmgc.org

North Luffenham Golf Club, Welland Road, Edith Weston, Oakham, 
LE15 8JE. Phone: 01780 721960 Website: www.nlgc.co.uk   

Oadby Golf Club, Leicester Road, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4AJ.Phone: 
0116 270 9052 Website: www.oadbygolfclub.co.uk

Park Hill Golf Club, Park Hill, Seagrave, LE12 7NG.Phone: 01509 
815454 Website: www.parkhillgolf.co.uk 

Rothley Park Golf Club, Westfield Lane, Rothley, Leicester, LE7 7LH. 
Phone: 0116 230 2809 Website: www.rothleypark.com

Rutland County Golf Club, Great Casterton, Stamford, PE9 4AQ. 
Phone: 01780 460330  
Website: www.rutlandcountygolf.co.uk

Rutland Water Golf Club, Lodge Farm, Oakham, Rutland LE15 8HB. 
Phone: 01572 737525  
Website: www.rutlandwatergolfcourse.co.uk   

Scraptoft Golf Club, Beeby Road, Scraptoft, Leicester,LE7 9SJ.Phone: 
0116 241 9000 Website: www.scraptoft-golf.co.uk

Six Hills Golf Club, Six Hills, Melton Mowbray, LE14 3PR. 
Phone: 01509 881225

Stapleford Park Golf Club, Nr Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, LE14 
2EF. Phone: 01572 787000  
Website: www.staplefordpark.com    

The Leicestershire Golf Club, Evington Lane, Leicester, LE5 6DJ.
Phone: 0116 273 8825 Website: www.thelgc.co.uk

Ullesthorpe Court Hotel &Golf Club, Frolesworth Road, Ullesthorpe, 
Lutterworth, LE17 BZ. Phone: 01455 209023  
Website: www.ullesthorpecourt.co.uk

Western Park Golf Club, Scudamore Road, Braunstone Frith, Leices-
ter, LE3 1UQ. Phone: 0116 287 5271  
Website: www.westernpkgc.co.uk

Whetstone Golf Club, Cambridge Road, Cosby, Leicester, LE9 5SH. 
Phone: 0116 286 1424  
Website: www.whetstonegolf.co.uk

Willesley Park Golf Club, Measham Road, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, LE65 
2PF. Phone: 01530 414596  
Website: www.willesleypark.com

Discovery Golf & Leisure Driving Range, Ashby Road, Coalville LE67 
3LG. Phone: 01530 812332

Charnwood Country Club Driving Range, Derby Road (A6), Loughbor-
ough LE11 5AD. Phone: 01509 260972  
Website: www.charnwoodcountryclub.co.uk

Leicestershire & Rutland Golf Union – Secretary John TolleyPhone: 
01509 554664 Email: lrgusecretary@gmail.com

English Golf Union – The National Golf Centre, Woodhall Spa, Lin-
colnshire LN10 6PU. Phone: 01526 354500  
Website: www.englishgolfunion.org 
Email: info@englishgolfunion.org 

Useful contact details and websites

 

Festival 
Week 2011

Please contact the Pro 
Shop for information on 

01455 557199

Lutterworth Golf Club, 
Rugby Road, 
Lutterworth, 

Leicestershire, 
LE17 4HN

Monday 15th August  
Open Texas Scramble (Any Combination)
Entry: £10 per member, £12 per visitor

Wednesday 17th August 
Men’s Senior Open 
(AM-AM Stableford - Minimum Age 55)
Entry: £10 per member, £12 per visitor

Friday 19th August 
Mixed Corporate Invitation Day (AM-AM Stableford)
Entry: £100 per team, including BBQ

Stretch and be flexible
County Golf pro Dan Bailey gives you three    
exercises to improve your golf swing’s power

Recently we talked about the 
importance of balanced exercise 
against just hitting the weights.

I have put together a few easy every day 
stretching exercises designed to help 
you gently increase your range of move-
ment in areas that could help potentially 
maximise your power...

1.  Twisting back stretch

Lay with your back flat on the floor and 
slowly bring your knees up to your chest, 
place your arms out to the side palms 
facing down. Next shift your weight onto 
your left hip and keeping your knees 
together and your shoulders flat to the 
floor. Now gently lower your knees to 
the left then hold for 3 seconds. This is 
the stretch that will help extend (for a 
right handed player your backswing by 
stretching your lower back muscles and 
your obliques.  Repeat the process on 
the right hand side to help stretch out 
the follow through. This stretch should 

be carried out on both sides slowly 
no fewer than 3 times a day to help 
increase the range of movement and 
support in your golf swing.

2. Hamstring Stretch

The old method of touching your toes 
is not recommended as can put undue 
pressure on your vertebrae. Firstly lie 
down with your back to the floor, legs 
stretched out and palms faced down 
on the floor. slowly lift your legs up off 
the floor by bending from the hips and 
raise then to around 45 degrees.  Next 
move your hands so they hold the backs 
of your knees and gently pull your legs 
(still outstretched) into your body and 
hold for 5 seconds. From this you should 
feel both your hamstrings pulling as 
well as your glutimus maximus (bottom 
muscles).  

3. Shoulder, Arms and Wrist Stretches

Sit on the floor with legs stretched out in 
front of you and your arms stretched out 

behind you, fingers interlocked together. 
Next keeping your arms stretched out 
behind you lean slightly forward feeling 
your arms and shoulders stretching as 
well as hamstrings and back. Carry out 
3 reps of this then relax. You should feel 
a pull across the shoulders and arms.  
Finally, sit back upright and extend your 
arms out in front of you, then keeping 
interlock fingers again, palms facing 
away from you and stretch out as far as 
possible so that you can feel a pull in 
both your wrists.  This type of exercise 
will help produce a strong wrist cock and 
support at the top of the swing.

Dan Bailey, PGA Golf Professional, is 
available for teaching at Lutterworth 
Golf Club or the Discovery Golf Centre 
in Coalville. Call 07940 962627.




