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Bingham Ground Services can offer a wide range of products suitable for golf 
courses or private use. 
Products Include: Artificial golf greens which can be tailored to individual require-
ments be it for chipping on to or putting on or both. There is no fixed size or 
shape so you can be as individual as you like with the design. 
The greens designed for chipping onto have the realistic properties of a natural 
green and the putting surface can be designed to break certain ways as required. 
Artificial Tee areas which are ideal for winter months or to save the grass. We 
can provide carpets which you can stand a tee in directly or is easy to hit the ball 
directly off the grass. These can either be permanent fixtures or portable to suit. 
Artificial walkways which can benefit a course by reducing erosion in high wear 
areas and are aesthetically very similar to natural grass. Portable putting greens 
which can be easily put together at home and is easily moved. These are popular 
for home use and for exhibitions. 
We can supply the Huxley Rotanet® which can easily be erected in the garden to 
hit the ball in to and provides a safe practice environment.

Mill House, Main Street, Sutton-on-Trent, 
Newark, Notts, NG23 6PF

Tel: 0844 8794735 Fax: 0560 3438634
Bingham Ground Services are authorised distributors of Huxley ® golf products

Filled with optimism 
now Spring is here...

It’s spring at last, winter tees and 
greens are starting to become a thing 
of the past and things are starting to 

grow out on the course - like rough for 
instance!

There’s no doubt about it, it’s a great 
time of the year when we can all be 
filled with optimism about the season to 
come.  It’s not easy summoning up the 
enthusiasm to practice when it’s freezing 
outside but a bit of sun on your back can 
do wonders for your resolve.

It’s also time to start thinking about 
booking some golf on courses other than 
your own. We’ve got some great places 
to visit here in Leicestershire & Rutland, 
plus some excellent tracks just over the 
border in neighbouring counties like 
Lincolnshire, Nottingham, Warwickshire, 
Northamptonshire, Derbyshire and even 
Staffordshire.

We’re really lucky because we sit at the 
heart of the Midlands, with literally doz-
ens of golf courses a reasonable distance 
away, which is a great advantage in 

these times of ever escalating fuel costs.  
It’s nice to get away for a game of golf 
but you don’t necessarily want to spend 
several hours in the car and an awful lot 
of cash on petrol to get there and back.

Let Leicestershire & Rutland Golfer 
help to guide you to some of the great 
courses on our doorstep and just beyond 
so you can make the most of your 
hard-earned cash while enjoying some 
healthy exercise too.

And look out for next month’s special 
edition featuring the upcoming Handa 
Senior Masters at Stapleford Park.

Tim Beard, Editor

When I first moved to Leicester-
shire way back in the latter 
half of the 1970s, I hadn’t 

yet played a full round of golf but I 
was eventually tempted out on to the 
fairways when a friend of mine was let 
down at the last minute and he persuad-
ed me – a complete golfing novice – to 
give the game a try.

Needless to say, I was quickly hooked 
and as I began to play a few different 
courses in and around the county, I 
became aware that one name 
was always uttered in hushed, 
respectful tones – Longcliffe.

When it came into the conversa-
tion, it was almost in a Tolkien-
esque way, as if the hallowed 
tree-lined fairways and immaculately 
kept greens were hidden somewhere in 
a massive forest beyond the mountains 
of Mordor.

Thankfully, Longcliffe is rather easier 
to find than that, although it does sit 
high in the hills and among the trees on 
the northern edge of the Charnwood 
Forest, though unlike Tolkien’s much-
loved books, Longcliffe is still evolving 

and adapting itself to the needs of the 
modern golfer.

Over the past three years the club has 
quietly and efficiently gone about its 
business in shaping itself for the future, 
not least by remodelling almost all of its 
bunkers, as well as adding a few more, 
changing some of the types of grasses 
used on the course and even beginning a 
regeneration programme for the heather 
which adorns parts of this lovely heath-
land track.

The man at the sharp end of making 
things happen is Course Manager Peter 
Sands, who came to the club three years 
ago from the much-respected West Hill 
Golf Club, in Surrey, to follow in the 
footsteps of Longcliffe’s legendary head 
greenkeeper Walter Cole, who had been 
in charge at the course for 46 years.

But he quickly threw himself into imple-
menting some of the recommendations 

put forward in a report to the club by 
course architect Simon Gidman, particu-
larly in relation to the bunkering which 
came in many forms – links-style, small 
pots, hidden, visible, shallow and deep.

“Over the past 3 years, we have tackled 
things in 3 phases. This year we are com-
pleting the bunkers on the third, fourth, 
fifth, tenth and eleventh holes and we 
will be putting the sand into them later 
on in April,” says Peter, who does not 
have to defer to a traditional greens 
committee but just gets on with putting 
the club’s agreed programme into place.

There has also been re-shaping of the 
rough and fairways, as well as the intro-
duction of new, fine grasses which make 
it easier to find your ball after a shot 

“Longcliffe is still evolving and 
adapting itself to the needs  

of the modern golfer”

Editor Tim Beard finds that time never stands still at one fine old course...

Course Manager Peter Sands and (above) 
new and re-shaped bunkers on the 18th 

Spring is shaping up 
beautifully at Longcliffe



has strayed off the straight and narrow. 
Work has also been done to thin out 
some of the dense tree cover which lines 
some of the holes, particularly on the 
front nine, and to regenerate some areas 
of heather which had become sparse in 
recent years.

The club has also been looking to sink 
a bore hole near the 14th green which 
could help it become more self-sufficient 
in its water use during the summer 
months.

“I believe it is the way forward for golf 
clubs to employ professionals and let 
them do their jobs,” says Peter. “This 
club wants to move forward and it has 
been very supportive of me and what 
I am trying to do. I firmly believe this 
course should be in the top 100 in the 
country.”

Meanwhile, off the course, Club Man-
ager Brian Jones explained that the club 
– which celebrated its centenary in 2006 
and has traditionally had a waiting list 
for new members - has re-examined its 
membership structure and now has a 
few full memberships available as well 
as some 6-Day (not Saturdays) and 5-Day 
memberships.

“There are also opportunities for socie-

ties to come and enjoy the course over 
the coming months, with availability on 
Mondays, Tuesday afternoons, Thurs-
days and Fridays,” added Brian.

And who wouldn’t jump at the chance 
to play this challenging and beautiful 
layout?

Right from the word go the course 

shows its rare quality by kicking off with 
an 180-yard (113 yards for ladies) par 3 
uphill to a two-tier green. A par here is a 
welcome start.

After relatively straightforward par 4s at 
two and three, the fourth is a 523-yard 
par 5 (380-yard par 4) which swings 
downhill from right to left and poses 
all sorts of threats to anyone thinking 
of getting greedy. Take your par and be 
happy.

The fifth is a 139-yard (118) par 3 to a 
raised green which is tricky to hit and 
hold, while six is a shortish par 4 at 275 
yards (237) but it demands respect if you 
want another par here.

The seventh hole is a cracker, a 465-
yard par 4 (388) with woods to left and 
right, sweeping down to a tricky, sloping 
green. It was once included in a list of 
the “Best Holes in Britain” by none other 
than golfing legend Henry Cotton.

Next is Long Tom, a 568-yard downhill 
par 5 (524) which can be reached in 
two at the height of summer when the 
ground is firm, but two new bunkers 
from the latest programme of course 
improvements await any pushed tee 
shot and disturb the visual equilibrium 
of the hole.

The opening nine closes with a really 

tough par 4 back up the hill parallel to 
Long Tom – at 420 yards (379), it is the 
stroke index 1 hole and requires two 
well-struck woods or long irons to make 
it on to the putting surface in regulation. 
Mere mortals will have to rely on a chip 
and a putt for par.

At 382-yards (310), the downhill 10th 
and the 335-yard (314) 11th offer you 
a bit of a breather before the massive 
dogleg that is the stroke index 2, 491-
yard (405), par 4 12th hole.  A good drive 
is vital here if you are going to have any 
chance at all of getting up in two.

With out of bounds all the way down 
the left, a good drive is also vital at 13, a 
407-yard (311) par 4, but don’t stray too 
far right or you’ll be caught up in a stand 
of silver birches and your way to the 
green is blocked.

The “big guns” can have a crack across 
the lake and the corner of the left-hand 
dogleg at the 316-yard (268) 14th hole, 
but a long iron or smaller wood clipped 
to the corner will probably offer the rest 
of us the best chance of making the well-
guarded green.

Hole 15 may offer a chance to appreciate 
the beauty of your surroundings as you 
play this 168-yard (149) par 3 from an el-
evated tee, but don’t become distracted 
or a watery grave beckons short and left 
of the kidney-shaped green.

A tight drive at the 16th means that you 
must hit the right half of the fairway to 
have a view of the green, even though 
it is only 381 yards in length (290). The 
497-yard par 5 17th (372, par 4) gives a 
few minutes of respite before you turn 
left up the 18th and see the welcome 
sight of the clubhouse in the distance.

Again, don’t be distracted though – new 
and re-shaped fairway and greenside 
bunkers are waiting to catch anyone 
whose concentration is flagging and a 
par 4 on this 339-yard (330) final hole 
will give you great satisfaction.

The comfortable clubhouse, which looks 
back down the 18th, offers a range of 
meals and drinks while Professional 
David Mee’s well-stocked pro shop sits 
right next to the first tee ready to pro-
vide not only any last minute items such 
as balls, tees and snacks, but also clubs 
and clothing.

The Knowledge...
Longcliffe Golf Club
Snells Nook Lane, Nanpantan, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 3YA

Tel: 01509 239129  

Club Manager Brian Jones - email: secretary@longcliffegolf.co.uk

Green Fees: Normally £40 per round or £50 per day

Reductions are available for groups and societies

Professional David Mee - email: golfgear@longcliffegolf.co.uk

Tel: 01509 231450
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“Bunkers are waiting to  
catch anyone whose  

concentration is flagging”

“Memberships are available”
Club Manager 

Brian Jones Well-defined bunkers show the threat to your tee shot at the 139-yard par 3 5th hole

Glorious colour on the course as you look down on the  168-yard par 3 15th hole

Why not play golf 
at one of the finest 
heathland courses 

in the country?

Memberships 
and golf 

society dates 
available

To find out more contact the Club manager 
Brian Jones

Call 01509 239129 or email:
brian@longcliffegolf.co.uk

Snells Nook Lane, Nanpantan, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 3YA



Confused about your swing faults? Editor Tim Beard gets some pro help...

By jove, I think he’s got it...
Credit cards come in all sorts of 

colours and shapes these days and 
promise you all sorts of benefits 

if you sign up but I’ve found one that 
brings advantages that the others simply 
can’t compete with – it improves my golf 
swing!

Well, to be fair, it does have some disad-
vantages too as you can’t actually pay for 
anything with it. That’s because it’s not 
actually a credit card but a similar-sized  
memory stick that Cosby Golf Club’s pro 
Anders Mankert uses to download his 
golf pupils’ swing so that they can view it 
on their computer at home.

That may sound a little confusing but no 
more so than the initial chat I had with 
Anders in the warmth and shelter of 
his well-appointed teaching bay on the 
range at Cosby. He was ready to analyse 
my swing but, having played for years, I 
had a good idea where I might be going 
wrong.

“I do tend to swing a bit flat because of 

Anders Mankert compares Justin Rose’s swing to mine...enough said!

my ‘dicky’ back but I have been working 
on breaking my wrists early so that I can 
get my hands high in the back swing,” I 
told him confidently.

“OK, just take a few practice swings with 
your 7 iron then hit a couple of balls for 
me,” said Anders as he moved away to 
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Turn to page 8

Golf Performance Centre

Cosby Golf Club, Chapel Lane, Cosby, Leicester LE9 1RG.                                     Tel: 0116 286 4759             

“Thank you to everyone in the 
county who voted for us in the 
recent awards for making us  
the No 1 Tuition Business”

Anders Mankert

Official custom fitting centre for golf equipment by

&
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Continued from page 7

Small things...big differences:

(Near right) With the right leg not flexed, 
there is nothing to stop me turning too far 
and the club is pointing to the right

(Far right) The right knee stays slightly 
flexed, the club is now pointing down the 
range as I can’t rotate any further

Hire your clubs at the airport

his nearby desktop keyboard to record 
my swing on the computer via the 200 
frames per second cameras – the fastest 
in the country , he says.

“I bet you’re a bit inconsistent with your 
40-yard pitch shots, aren’t you? Fairly 
consistent off a good lie but not so good 
off bare lies?” he asked, but his smile 
made it obvious that he already knew 
the answer.

“Well, yes, that’s true,” I admitted. “So 
where am I going wrong with my arms 
and hand position then,” I asked. Was it 
the early wrist cock, the hand position, 
the shoulder turn?

“No, it’s your right leg,” he stated con-
fidently. It really wasn’t what I’d been 
expecting and my blank expression must 
have shown my confusion. In fact, I think 
I looked down to see exactly what was 
the matter with it and it looked pretty 
normal to me!

And that’s when the huge flat screen TV 
came into its own, along with the com-
puter terminal – with blur-free pictures 
at slow-motion speed, I could see exactly 
what Anders was talking about.

As I took the club away, my tendency to 
collapse my right side got the club off 
the ideal swing plane and at the top of 
the back swing it was pointing off to the 
right of the target line instead of straight 
down the range, as the pictures here 
show.

It also meant that there was no proper 
“coil” and no resistance at the top of the 
swing, so no real power in the down-
swing. And that weak right side also 
meant no consistency in the strike of my 
short pitch shots.

Now we all know how strange it feels 
when you try an alteration to your golf 
swing, but with another couple of fine 
adjustments it started to feel a little 
more natural. 

However, it’s going to be a little while 
before keeping the flex in my right knee 
from address right to the top of the 
backswing becomes natural.

It just goes to show that no matter how 
well you think you know the game, and 
how well you think you know your own 
swing, a professional’s eye will always 
be able to spot problems more quickly – 
and recommend a fix.

And with your swing downloaded to a 
credit card-sized memory stick, you can 
go back for extra lessons and see how 
your swing is progressing.

As golf psychologist Bob Rotella wrote, 
“Golf is not a game of perfect” – but it is 
a game where you can keep striving to 
play as well as you can. You need help 
to do that and a golf professional is the 
very person to provide that help.

Don’t be too proud to seek help when 
your game has a problem – even Tiger 
Woods is struggling with his “game of 
perfect” at the moment and needs a golf 
coach to sort out his problems. So there 
you are, we do have something in com-
mon with Tiger, even if it’s not distance 
off the tee!

To book a lesson with Anders Mankert 
or for more information about tuition 
at Cosby Golf Club, call 0116 286 4759, 
log on to: www.andersmankert.com or 
email: andersmankert@yahoo.co.uk

Irish Ryder Cup hero Paul McGinley 
has opened the latest ClubstoHire.
com store in his native Ireland.

The new store – which is located at 
Dublin airport – provides a service to 
the many travelling golfers who visit the 
country each year. 

ClubstoHire.com is a concept which 
offers travelling golfers a big saving on 
airline golf bag charges. It promises the 
very latest equipment from manufactur-
ers like TaylorMade and Callaway with 
rentals from €35 per set per week.

In addition, the Dublin operation will 

also see the introduction of an inte-
grated transfer service, allowing golfers 
to make arrangements for collection of 
both clubs and party members at the 
airport and to be taken to their chosen 
destination.

The ClubstoHire.com model is already in 
place in European golfing hotspots, such 
as Faro and Malaga, and is on course to 
be established in several more European 
golf destination hubs by the end of 2011.

Bookings for Dublin, Malaga and Faro 
can be made online at: 
www.clubstohire.com.

T H E  O N E  T H AT  H E A R D  T H E  L E A D  S I N G E R  C R Y

M I L L I O N S  O F  D I G I T A L  R E A L - L I F E  M E G A - B A N D S

T H E  B E S T  V E N U E  I N  T O W N

T H E  A M B I E N T  L I G H T I N G  M A C H I N E
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For this month’s ‘Meet the Neighbours’ Tim Beard is at a Nottinghamshire golf complex where you certainly need a head for heights on some of the tees

It’s been a few years since my first 
visit to Oakmere Park, but once you’ve 
played it you’ll never forget the feeling 

that on the first tee of the Admiral’s Course 
you’re about to leap off the edge of a cliff 
and down into the valley below.

It’s quite an extraordinary beginning to 
what has become quite a remarkable golf 
complex, boasting 27 holes – 18 of them 
on the Admiral’s Course and a further 9 on 
the Commander’s, all with their own chal-
lenges of height changes, trees, bushes, 
hedges and bunkers.

And because of the courses’ good heath-
land drainage, It’s Oakmere Park’s proud 
boast that they play on full greens and 
tees all year round – no temporary tees or 
winter greens here! Only snow can stop 
the golfers.

Built in 1974 and originally known as 
Oxton Golf Club, it was designed by Frank 

The Knowledge...
Oakmere Park Golf Club
Oaks Lane, Oxton, Southwell, Nottingham, NG25 0RH 

Tel: (0115) 965 3545

Green Fees: Admiral’s Course - Weekdays £24, Weekends £34 (18 holes)        
Commander’s Course Weekdays £14, Weekends £18 (18 holes)

Reductions for OAPs and Juniors, reduced fees for 9 holes and twilight golf.

For full details, contact the club by telephone or use one of its email addresses

General enquires: enquiries@oakmerepark.co.uk

Equipment, custom fitting, lessons and tee bookings: proshop@oakmerepark.co.uk

Societies, large groups or visiting parties contact Daryl St John Jones:  
dsjj@oakmerepark.co.uk

Relax before or after your round in the attractive, light and airy lounge and bar area

Penninck, the Internationally renowned 
course architect who mapped out many 
top courses around the world including 
Vilamoura, Palmares and revisions at Royal 
St Georges.

When I first visited it for a Notts Alliance 
meeting back in the late 1980s, it was just 
an 18-hole course which was maturing 
nicely whereas today it has developed out 
of all recognition.

The Admiral’s course was named after 
Admiral Sherbrooke V.C., and measures 
6,739 yards off the white tees. It is rolling, 
undulating terrain, with a par of 73 and 
features several ponds and the Dover Beck 
meandering through the course on several 
holes.

It begins with probably the toughest open-
ing tee shot in the county. This 525- yard 
long par 5 hole falls away to the valley far 
below before its doglegs round to the left 
and up to the green.  Watch out for the 
ditch running down the right hand side.

It is followed by a par 3 hole which is only 
177 yards long, but many a fine golfer has 
fallen foul of its tight entrance, guarded 
by bunkers on the 
left and a lake at 
the front and right 
hand side of the 
green.

By the time you 
reach the 6th, it is 
time to leap off into the unknown again, al-
though you can see most of the hole from 
the tee this time. It may be a short par 4, 
with only 333 yards to cover, and should be 
an easy par or possible birdie opportunity. 

But the fairway is lined with obstacles. 
Watch out for the volcano bunker down 
the left hand side and be careful with your 
approach.

The 8th looks to be an easy par 3 at only 
110 yards in length but three bunkers just 
short and right will trap a week shot, while 
the first nine wraps up with a short uphill 
dogleg left par 4. The hole favours the 
straight hitter with trees either side.

Probably the best hole on the course, the 
14th is a fairly straight par 5 hole measur-
ing no less than 585 yards in length. The 
green lies in a hidden dip and provides a 
very tricky approach shot. You need to hug 

Take the plunge at Oakmere Park

the left with your second shot here.The 
home hole is yet another par 5. This 453 
yards hole has destroyed many a fine card. 
Attempt to drive over the corner at your 
peril - avoid the cross bunkers at all costs.

Meanwhile, the 9-hole course, Com-
mander’s course, named after Commander 
Mortensen, is a testing par 36 with a 
yardage of 3,475yds. The members have 

installed forward tees 
and have their own 
scorecard with which 
you can play around 
twice using the alter-
native tees with a par 
of 72 at 6,407 yards. 

Much care and time has been invested in 
landscaping, with trees and hedgerows 
making it an interesting and challeng-

ing layout. Facilities at the complex also 
include a 20-bay floodlit driving range, a 
chipping area, plus conference  and restau-
rant facilities. By retaining the natural char-
acter of the original farm buildings, which 
house the clubhouse facilities, an attractive 
off-course environment has been created.  

The restaurant offers everything from tea 
and toast to bar snacks and an extensive 
dinner menu. It caters for all occasions 
from the club disco to a wedding banquet, 
seating up to 150 people.

The Pro Shop and Teaching Academy uses 
the GASP video teaching system for golf 
lessons and custom fitting of golf clubs, 
with 7 teaching golf professionals and a par 
3 grass course plus chipping and pitching 
areas. Made-to-measure golf clubs are also 
supplied at discount golf shop prices.

Above - The 6th hole is laid out before you from the tee - just grip it and rip it into the fairway 
below while (inset below) the opening tee shot is quite a scary proposition for you and your ball
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If you’re looking to make your ‘first Major’ decision of 
2011, why not take advantage of Lingdale Golf Club’s...

Membership deals 
available now 
from just £495

For more information about 
golf memberships at this great 
club lying at the heart of the 
Charnwood Forest, contact 

club manager 

Terry Walker 
Phone: 01509 890703 (Option 2) 

Email: secretary@lingdalegolfclub.co.uk
Website: www.lingdalegolfclub.co.uk

Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moores Lane, 
Woodhouse Eaves, Loughborough, 

Leicestershire, LE12 8TF

Masters 
Membership

Specials...

No longer just a 
way of carrying 
your clubs...

PowaKaddy has announced the 
launch of the high performance 
PK SPORT, which features a new 

handle design and speed control.

The SPORT’s innovative but simple to use 
ergonomic soft grip handle features a 
built-in responsive ambidextrous speed 
control roller combined with an LCD 
display screen, and a separate Digital 
Distance Function (DDF) button.

Combining strong and lightweight 
materials with a 200 watt motor, 
PowaKaddy has developed an 
aesthetically pleasing but robust, state-
of-the-art electric trolley. It features a 
3-way folding mechanism; a battery-life 
monitor; a digital clock; a lightweight 
lithium or lead acid battery; a universal 
bag stay and soft grip pads suitable for all 

bag types; and a modern-looking white, 
black or graphite aluminium frame.

As well as the standard 18-hole and 36 
-hole lead acid battery options, the new 

PK Sport is available with top of the 
range, lightweight Lithium battery. The 
18 hole Lithium option is 75% lighter than 
standard Lead Acid batteries. 

PowaKaddy will be offering an extended 
2-year warranty period. 

The Sport will retail at £429 (18-hole lead 
acid battery), £649 (Lithium battery), 
and £699 (Lithium Brake) and is now 
available.

Powakaddy’s new PK Sport model

Pastel shades 
feature in new 
women’s shirts

FootJoy has announced the intro-
duction of the FJ Women’s Lisle 

Golf Shirt. 

The FJ Women’s Golf Shirt, which 
is available in an array of pastel 
colours, looks set to be another 
popular addition to the FJ line.

Featuring easy care fabric to avoid 
wrinkling or shrinkage and an anti-
microbial finish to eliminate odour, 
the ProDry Lisle Golf Shirt embodies 
classic looks and modern features, 
as well as double stitched seams 
and a lock stitched hem. 

It will be available in white, pink, 
light blue, black, and in a range of 
sizes from XS to XL.  

Joining the fully waterproof FJ 
Women’s Rain Jacket, breathable 
Rain Trousers, Full-zip Windshirt, 
and Wind Vest in the FJ women’s 
outerwear line, the new ProDry 
Lisle Golf Shirt will be available with 
recommended retail price of £40.

Druh earns its stripes in 2011

Druh Belts & Buckles has earned 
its stripes for 2011 with the 
introduction of another range 

of buckles to complement its belts in 
leather and snakeskin.
The brand new buckles feature a 
combination of two-colour enamel 
stripes and the ‘db’ insignia.

The range is handmade in leather and 
water snakeskin, in vibrant colours and 
are easily interchangeable. 
The buckles are produced in brushed 
nickel, polished silver or gold with 
some featuring sparkling diamante, 
bright enamel and flower motifs 
especially for the ladies.

T2Hole has launched an ingenious 
new Putt Guide that will help you 
to shave shots from your score 

every time you play.

The new Putt Guide, which is currently 
available from www.t2hole.com at a 
special introductory price of just £29.99 
(normal rrp £39.99), comes with a free 
Denis Pugh tuition dvd worth £10.99 
and is one of four new training aids from 
the makers of the acclaimed T2hole golf 
improvement system.

The others are the Slice Stopper (rrp 
£24.99), the Path Master (rrp £44.99) 
and the Stance Master (rrp £44.99) and 
like the Putt Guide they are all designed 
to produce tangible results when used 

for just a few minutes a day.

The new Putt Guide is simple to assem-
ble and starts to work after just a few 
short practice sessions.

The Putt Guide is designed to groove 
a consistent putting stroke and can be 
used at home, at the golf club, in the of-
fice or wherever else you happen to be. 
Its makers claim it is easily adapted for 
use with both face balanced and heel-
toe weighted putters and when used 
regularly has been proven to improve 
distance control.

The Putt Guide was launched at this 
year’s PGA Merchandise Show in Or-
lando and is already used by Tour players 
and other top golfers. 

Shave shots off your 
score with Putt Guide
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Ryder Cup at NEC Golf Show
While the Belfry claims to be the 

spiritual home of the Ryder 
Cup, the famous trophy will 

be spending time just a few miles down 
the road when it comes to the National 
Golf Show from April 15-17.

And two special emissaries will be bring-
ing the precious cargo to the golfing 
extravaganza – head of the PGA Sandy 
Jones and Ken Schofield, the former 
chief-executive of the European Tour.

The duo have both sat on the Ryder Cup 
Selection Committee and will be regal-
ing golf fans with anecdotes as well as 
answering questions when they appear 
on the National Golf Show’s stage twice 
each day.

As well as hearing stories from inside 
the ropes, visitors will have the chance 
to have their photo taken with the Ryder 
Cup which will be in situ for three days 
of the event to raise money for the PGA 
Benevolent Fund charity.

The presence of the Ryder Cup alongside 
Jones and Schofield will give visitors 
to the show an exclusive preview of a 
forthcoming theatre show which will 
see the ‘trio’ undertaking a nationwide 
tour organised by sports entertainment 
specialist Sports Greatest.

Jones said: “The Ryder Cup holds a 
special place in golfers’ hearts and for 

Ken and myself it is an absolute pleasure 
to share our experiences and see the joy 
it gives people to hear the behind the 
scenes stories.

“To have the Ryder Cup at the National 
Golf Show will give thousands of people 
the chance to see it close up.”  

The National Golf Show takes place 
from April 15-17 and a strong focus on 
visitor participation will mean golfers 
are greeted by a host of opportunities to 
swing a club, with free tuition from fully 
qualified coaches and the chance to win 
fantastic prizes on a variety of innovative 
fun and games among the show’s main 
features.

All the latest equipment from big brands 
will be available to test and buy as well 
as the latest training aids and apparel, 
with the show bringing together all ele-
ments of the golfing world.

l Advance tickets to the National 
Golf Show cost just £7.50 – a 25 per 
cent saving from the on-the-door 
price – and come with a selection of 
exclusive golfing offers and benefits for 
visitors. 

For more information or to buy tick-
ets call 0844 581 0801 or go to www.
nationalgolfshow.com.

grand prize winner to test drive a Lam-
borghini Gallardo LP 560-4 for a year.

The promotion, which is running until 
August 31st, celebrates the arrival of the 
two companies’ first great development, 
Forged Composite™, a revolutionary 
new material that features in Callaway’s 

2011 driver range (the RAZR Hawk™, 
RAZR Hawk Tour, Diablo Octane™ Black 
or Diablo Octane Black Tour drivers) 
and in Lamborghini’s incredible Sesto 
Elemento technology demonstrator, first 
revealed at the 2010 Paris Motor Show.

All 100 Track Day experiences will give 

each winner their dream drive. For the 
10 people winning a trip to Lamborghini 
headquarters in Italy.

For eligibility and entry requirements 
and full terms and conditions of this pro-
motion visit: www.callawaygolf.com/
theultimatetestdrive

Fancy driving your own
Lamborghini
for a year?

Fancy driving a top of the line 
Lamborghini for a year? Cal-
laway has invited golfers to be 

a part of a consumer promotion that 
culminates in 100 customers winning 
exclusive Supercar Track Days, 10 
finalists experiencing  the Automo-
bili Lamborghini HQ in Italy and one 
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Strong is good but stay 
flexible to hit it further

Introducing simple exercises can 
support an extended turn helping all 
levels and abilities no matter what 

age or fitness level you are, enabling you 
to achieve the foundations to a more 
powerful full swing.

With a generous influx of instruction 
videos now becoming available online 
through free services like ‘Youtube’ that 
use slow motion cameras to depict the 
solid principles of great players of the 
world, it is getting easier to perceive 
how top players hit the ball so well and 
far. Howeve, some advice can suck you 
into misleading adverts of ‘quick suc-
cess’ but they cannot replace structured 
coaching that is personalised to you 
from a qualified golf coach.

I believe that maximising distance is not 
only rewarding in a satisfying sense but 
also with the obvious benefits of reach-

ing long par 4s and possibly par 5s in two 
shots is a recipe for improved scores. 
With the correct approach you can 
improve overall distance and increase 
accuracy in your long game.

To help explain how this can be achieved 
I would like to talk about my own ‘off 
season conquest’ carried out over the 
last 4 months. It all started out with 
my coach stating that I hit the ball too 
straight! Many of you who have pegged 
it up with me have probably witnessed 
that my strength is definitely hitting fair-
ways and greens in regulation which has 
definitely been key to any success.

This gives me a great advantage on a 
good day but when I am struggling and 
having to rely on my short game it can 
result in over par rounds.

When I looked at all my good rounds of 
the last few years, I found that there was 

to major factors determining this suc-
cess, driving and putting! So I came up 
with the plan to work twice as hard on 
these two elements. So staying relevant 
to this month’s ‘Hit it further’ subject, 
this is how I achieved my goal, hopefully 
giving you help to improve your overall 
distance too.

Around 3 years ago I decided to carry 
out regular strength training exercise. 
But I found that my range of move-
ment had become less. The limitations 
I had were mainly down to excess scar 
tissue and restriction of joint move-
ment through muscle bulk and inflamed 
tendons. It sounds like I was carrying out 
the training incorrectly, but I found it 
was just natural, if a little inconvenient. 

So after seeking advice through sport 
physiotherapists I was advised to stop 
the program, rest then start a stretching 
and core training course. Which has now 
been the basis of my new found power.

Flexibility will improve your distance, 
even if your fitness or overall flexibility 
may be limited. 

So, after studying powerful hitters of 
the golf swing, increasing your range of 
movement, specifically in the shoulders, 
hips, arms and neck areas, can produce 
far greater results than just strength 
training these areas alone. 

If you feel that flexibility is just for young 
or fit people then think again, my range 
of movement was liked to someone 20 
years older before I started my 5 – 10 
minutes a day of stretching and exercise.

Next time we will give you the step-by-
step guide on how I increased my range 
of movements in my swing specific to 
gaining more power.

PGA Golf Professional Dan Bailey is 
available for lessons at either Lut-
terworth Golf Club or Discovery Golf 
Centre , Coalville - call 07940 962627.

Father and Son Championship

An exciting new tournament 
designed to encourage families to 
come together and play golf in a 

fun format has launched in Britain.

The British Father and Son Golf 
Championship will take 
place at The De Vere 
Belton Woods, just 
over the Leicestershire 
border near Grantham 
in Lincolnshire on July 
31st and August 1st 
2011. The format is 
a 36-hole Betterball 
Stableford played off ¾ 
handicap, with Scratch 
and Handicap prizes.

The tournament is unique as it is open 
to both professional and amateur 
golfers with no age restrictions. Golf 
professionals play off scratch and there 
is a maximum handicap allowance of 24 
for amateur competitors who must hold 
an official Congu handicap.

The overall winning Scratch and 
Handicap pairs will receive an invitation 

to the prestigious European Father and 
Son Golf Championship at El Rompido 
Golf Resort, Costa de la Luz, Spain on 
October 24-29th 2011.

Entry to the British Father and Son Golf 
Championship costs just £149 
for juniors (under 18) and £249 
for adults. 

The price includes one night’s 
accommodation, dinner, bed 
and breakfast at the four-star 
De Vere Belton Woods, two 
rounds of golf, tournament 
entry and prizes.

Golf professionals, club 
secretaries, head bar 
stewards and green keepers 

can enter for the discounted price of 
£149. Meanwhile, past competitors 
of the European Father and Son Golf 
Championship, current club captains and 
junior organisers can enter for £199.

Entry numbers are restricted to 60 
teams  Contact: 01702 680180, email: 
info@fatherandsongolf.co.uk. Or see the 
website:  www.fatherandsongolf.co.uk

County Golf pro Dan Bailey looks at how you 
can keep your distance... and stay straight too!

GENE FULTON OFFICIAL CLUB FITTER TO THE LADIES’ EUROPEAN TOUR. 

GCA Europe Clubmaker of the year 2008. 
 

Regrips/Reshafts, while you wait. All club repairs available including: Loft/lies, 
swing weighting, refurbishment. 

Official stockist for: Miura, Vega, Nickent, Wilson, Srixon, Cleveland, Snakeeyes, 
Orka, Hakusa and MacGregor. 

New Taylormade Products In Stock at Fantastic Prices.  
Flightscope Fittings Available.  

New Powerbilt Drivers As In Today’s Golfer Now Available. 
Huge New Range Of Ladies’ Spring/Summer  Under Armour Clothing Now In 

Stock. 
New Model Rife & New Model Dreamliner Putters Available. 

25% off All New Black Widow Grips. 
Ladies’ Custom Fitting Specialist. 

Opening Hours By Appointment Only. 
 

Full custom fitting for all clubs within the best equipped workshop in the Midlands. 
 

Unit 4, Elizabeth Business Park, Tigers Road, South Wigston, Leicester, LE18 4TN. 
 

Tel: 07834 029816/01162 785550 Email: genefulton@btinternet.com 
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Beedles Lake Golf Club, 170 Broome Lane, East Goscote, LE7 3WQ. 
Phone: 0116 260 7086 Website: www.beedleslake.co.uk

Birstall Golf Club, Station Road, Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3BB. Phone: 
0116 267 4322 Website: www.birstallgolfclub.co.uk

Blaby Golf Club, Lutterworth Road, Blaby, Leicester, LE8 4DP. Phone 
0116 278 4804 Website: www.blabygolfcentre.co.uk

Breedon Priory Golf Club, Green Lane, Wilson, Derby, DE73 8LG. 
Phone: 01332 865319 Website: www.breedonpriory.co.uk

Charnwood Forest Golf Club, Breakback Lane, Woodhouse Eaves, 
Loughborough, LE12 8TA. Phone: 01509 890259       Website: www.
charnwoodforestgolfclub.com

Cosby Golf Club, Chapel Lane, off Broughton Road, Cosby, Leicester, 
LE9 1RG. Phone: 0116 286 4759  
Website: www.cosbygolfclub.co.uk

Forest Hill Golf Club, Markfield Lane, Botcheston, LE9 9FJ. Phone: 
01455 824800

Glen Gorse Golf Club, Glen Road, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4RF. Phone: 
0116 271 4159 Website: www.gggc.org

Greetham Valley Golf Club, Hotel, Golf and Conference Centre, Wood 
Lane, Greetham, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 7NP.  
Phone: 01780 460444 Website: www.greethamvalley.co.uk

Hinckley Golf Club, Leicester Road, Hinckley, LE10 3DR. Phone: 
01455 615124 Website: www.hinckleygolfclub.com 

Humberstone Heights Golf Club, Gypsy Lane, Leicester, LE5 0TB. 
Phone: 0116 299 5569  
Website: www.humberstoneheightsgc.co.uk  

Kibworth Golf Club, Weir Road, Kibworth Beauchamp, Leicester, LE8 
0LP. Phone: 0116 279 2301  
Website: www.kibworthgolfclub.co.uk 

Kilworth Springs Golf Club, South Kilworth Road, North Kilworth, Lut-
terworth, LE17 6HJ. Phone: 01858 575082.  
Website: www.kilworthsprings.co.uk

Kirby Muxloe Golf Club, Station Road, Kirby Muxloe, Leicester, LE9 
2EP. Phone: 0116 239 3457  
Website: www.kirbymuxloe-golf.co.uk

Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moore’s Lane, Woodhouse Eaves, Loughbor-
ough, LE12 8TF. Phone: 01509 890703  
Website: www.lingdalegolfclub.co.uk

Longcliffe Golf Club, Snells Nook Lane, Nanpantan, Loughborough, 
LE11 3YA. Phone: 01509 239129  
Website: www.longcliffegolf.co.uk

Luffenham Heath Golf Club, Ketton, Stamford, PE9 3UU.Phone: 
01780 720205 Website: www.luffenhamheath.co.uk

Lutterworth Golf Club, Rugby Road, Lutterworth, Leicester, LE17 4HN. 
Phone: 01455 552532  
Website: www.lutterworthgc.co.uk

Market Harborough Golf Club, Oxendon Road, Market Harborough, 
LE16 8NB. Phone: 01858 463684  
Website: www.mhgolf.co.uk

Melton Mowbray Golf Club, Waltham Road, Thorpe Arnold, Melton 
Mowbray, LE14 4SD. Phone: 01664 562118  
Website: www.mmgc.org

North Luffenham Golf Club, RAF North Luffenham, Oakham, LE15 
8RL. Phone: 01780 722041 Ext 7523  

Oadby Golf Club, Leicester Road, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4AJ.Phone: 
0116 270 9052 Website: www.oadbygolfclub.co.uk

Park Hill Golf Club, Park Hill, Seagrave, LE12 7NG.Phone: 01509 
815454 Website: www.parkhillgolf.co.uk 

Rothley Park Golf Club, Westfield Lane, Rothley, Leicester, LE7 7LH. 
Phone: 0116 230 2809 Website: www.rothleypark.com

Rutland County Golf Club, Great Casterton, Stamford, PE9 4AQ. 
Phone: 01780 460330  
Website: www.rutlandcountygolf.co.uk

Rutland Water Golf Club, Lodge Farm, Oakham, Rutland LE15 8HB. 
Phone: 01572 737525  
Website: www.rutlandwatergolfcourse.co.uk   

Scraptoft Golf Club, Beeby Road, Scraptoft, Leicester,LE7 9SJ.Phone: 
0116 241 9000 Website: www.scraptoft-golf.co.uk

Six Hills Golf Club, Six Hills, Melton Mowbray, LE14 3PR. 
Phone: 01509 881225

Stapleford Park Golf Club, Nr Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, LE14 
2EF. Phone: 01572 787000  
Website: www.staplefordpark.com    

The Leicestershire Golf Club, Evington Lane, Leicester, LE5 6DJ.
Phone: 0116 273 8825 Website: www.thelgc.co.uk

Ullesthorpe Court Hotel &Golf Club, Frolesworth Road, Ullesthorpe, 
Lutterworth, LE17 BZ. Phone: 01455 209023  
Website: www.ullesthorpecourt.co.uk

Western Park Golf Club, Scudamore Road, Braunstone Frith, Leices-
ter, LE3 1UQ. Phone: 0116 287 5271  
Website: www.westernpkgc.co.uk

Whetstone Golf Club, Cambridge Road, Cosby, Leicester, LE9 5SH. 
Phone: 0116 286 1424  
Website: www.whetstonegolf.co.uk

Willesley Park Golf Club, Measham Road, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, LE65 
2PF. Phone: 01530 414596  
Website: www.willesleypark.com

Discovery Golf & Leisure Driving Range, Ashby Road, Coalville LE67 
3LG. Phone: 01530 812332

Charnwood Country Club Driving Range, Derby Road (A6), Loughbor-
ough LE11 5AD. Phone: 01509 260972  
Website: www.charnwoodcountryclub.co.uk

Leicestershire & Rutland Golf Union – Secretary John TolleyPhone: 
01509 554664 Email: lrgusecretary@gmail.com

English Golf Union – The National Golf Centre, Woodhall Spa, Lin-
colnshire LN10 6PU. Phone: 01526 354500  
Website: www.englishgolfunion.org 
Email: info@englishgolfunion.org 

Useful contact details and websites

Best Western Ullesthorpe Court Hotel & Golf Club 
Frolesworth Road, Ullesthorpe, Leicestershire LE17 5BZ 

Tel: 01455 209023          www.bw-ullesthorpecourt.co.uk 

Golf & 

Lunch Days 

Available Monday to Fridays 
Coffee on arrival 

~ 

18 Holes of Golf 

~ 

Chefs Dish of the Day 

~ 

£28 per person 

 

 

£30 with bacon roll  

on arrival 

All Golf Days are available Monday to Friday 

and are subject to availability. 
 

Other Golf Day Packages are available  

including Restaurant Rounds & Full Golf Days 
 

To make a booking call: 01455 209023 
 

Well Stocked Pro Shop ~ Club & Shoe Hire 

Buggy & Trolley Hire ~ Lessons 

For further details of golf days and golf breaks please visit our website  

www.bw-ullesthorpecourt.co.uk or e-mail golf@ullesthorpecourt.co.uk 



European Golf Loughborough
Charnwood Golf Range, Derby Road, 

Loughborough 
LE11 5AD Tel: 01509 212854 

European Golf Leicester 
77-79 Southfields Drive, Leicester 

LE2 6QT TEL 0116 2440297  

Derby  
Unit 3, Slater Avenue , 

Derby DE1 1GT  
Tel: 01332 294459    

Birmingham
200-202 Robin Hood Lane, 

Hall Green, B28 OLG 
Tel: 01217784161  

The Midlands’ largest golf retailer

Cleveland Launcher Combo graphite irons were 
£399.99...now £199.99
Benross V-15 driver was £149...now £59.99
Callaway Euro cart bag £99...now £60
TaylorMade Burner balls £19.99...now £11.97 
Callaway CRX balls (dozen) £39.99...now £9.99
Srixon golf gloves...from £4.99
FootJoy golf shoes...from £30 
Adidas Golf Lite shoes were £54.99... now £26
Callaway golf shoes...from £38
Trousers from £9.99
Junior and Ladies package sets... from £40 
Men’s package sets from £79.99
Buy a Powakaddy Freeway II at £399 and receive a 
FREE £90 Powakaddy cart bag!  

Up to 80% discount on many accessories,
clothing  and shoes from leading brands

To see all our offers log on to: www.european-golf-online.com

April Charnwood Range  
and Restaurant offers

Buy any clubs over £250 and receive a free 
range ball voucher worth £25

Buy any clubs over £550 and receive a free 
range  ball voucher worth £55  

Eat from the A la Carte menu in our  
IL GIARDINO Italian Restaurant (pictured 
above) and receive a large basket of balls 

free (per person)
Get a free basket of balls with a Sunday 

roast at IL GIARDINO  (Sundays only 
throughout April)

Quote this code when buying or booking: 
L&RG2

Nottingham  
6 Arnott Hill Road , Arnold

NG25 6LJ    
Tel 0115 926 9161

Whether you’re being fitted for new clubs or just getting 
some practice, give yourself the best chance of success 
by trying the Flightscope system at our Loughborough 
site’s Charnwood Golf Range.
Flightscope tracks the club and the ball accurately in 3D 
using a phased array doppler radar tracking system and 
gives instant results.
To book a FREE Flightscope session, 
call 01509 212854. 
Or log on to www.Charnwoodgolfrange.com for info.

Try before you buy on the golf 
range at our Charnwood store


